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Introduction 


A message must be resoundingly clear in the ears and 
hearts of God's people to bring about a change in the 
state of their hearts from the pursuance of vain and 
unclean life styles to the pursuit of holiness. These 
days, there are a lot of messages being preached 
everywhere, with spiritually unwholesome content. 
These messages are only spiritual lullabies in the ears 
to lead men and women into spiritual slumber and deep 
sleep. 

Revival will only come when there is an abundant and 
continuous flow of the Holy Spirit with a radical 
overthrow of human structures and empires (crumbling 
of human traditions). Thus, Christ must become both 
Savior and Lord in His temple with all glory and honor 
being ascribed unto Him. 

If the fountain of living waters does not gush out to 
supply vessels in our assemblies, then it is clear we 
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have forsaken Christ. If men have their vessels 
punched with holes and cracks (as a result of sin), 
giving room for leakages of the Spirit, then thorough 
repentance is needed urgently. 

An old man had this to say in connection with the need 
for fire brand Christians and preachers. To him, “we 
need broken hearts to face this colossal mess. 
Weeping is not only in order in the pulpit; it is 
commanded! ‘Let the priests weep between the porch 
and the altar...let them howl’ (Joel 2:17; 1:13). Jeremiah 
wept over the sin of Israel. David wept. Paul wept. John 
wept. Shall we remain dry-eyed in the most crucial 
chapter of world history and our own? We do not insist 
that our young preacher boys tarry until they get a 
seminary diploma? No! but rather they should tarry until 
they are endued with power from on high”. 

This book is third in the spiritual awakening series. 
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Chapter one 


BROKEN CISTERNS 


There is a message that does not go down well with our 
current generation, just as it has always been in times 
past. It is a simple but straight forward message which 
most preachers of the gospel shy away from. 
Surprisingly, it does not need any high level knowledge 
in theology whatsoever to be delivered. Most of the 
truths in the Bible which carry weight in the sight of God 
are always plain and need no special revelation. It is 
only men who know the devastating nature and effect 
of sin who carry this burden to preach it with a fountain 
of tears in their eyes. ‘Repent’ is the message. 
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In some countries one could observe many 
denominations scattered everywhere with most of its 
congregants occupying top positions in government 
and the private sector. The question we ask is, “who are 
those who engage in corrupt practices in these 
nations?”, Are they not the same members of these 
denominations? Drive through the city and one cannot 
help but observe posters all over with captions, 
“Revival! Revival! Revival!” which can be considered as 
a ploy aimed at flattering to deceive. Attend such a 
program and you soon realise there is nothing related 
to revival going on there. The word of God is true in 
saying; 


”,,, These are weffs without wafer, chouds driven h^ a 
storm; for who the hfachytess of darhytess has been 
dhorever. Tor, istterin^ jreatsweffinj words of 
\^tiness, they entice in the fusts of the flesh, h^ 

ficentiotAsness, those who are indeed esca^inj from 
those who five in error; joromisinj them fihert^, while 


reserveo. 


em. 
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themsefves are f)ondservant ofcorralofion; for a 
man is f)roiAjfit into io 
him. "z 1PeterZ:l^~ig 


man is f)roiAjfit into ^on/a^e ^ whoever overcomes 


",.. . Shepherds who without fear feed themsefves; 

cfonds without water, carrieddon^ h^ winds; autumn 

heaves without fruit, twice dead ^ftAched up h^ the 

roots; " ^udeii~iZ 


Many attend such meetings with high expectations of 
having an encounter with God which will bring a true 
revival in their spirit and souls. As often is the case, they 
rather experience emotional ecstasy while becoming 
victims of extortion. How on earth does a revival end 
with 'seed sowing'? To the discerning believer, the 
'seed sowing' is the ultimate purpose for which such 
revival programs are being organized. We cannot stage 
a revival! it is a consequence of divine provision 
through total obedience to the will of God. 
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In relation to the above scripture, organizers of such 
programs are only in bondage to the vain things of life. 
If they themselves are in bondage, how can they be 
instruments of revival? In the end, the people are not 
been revived at all. Ultimately, the clouds which were 

said to be 'pregnant' with rain carried no rain at all. 
A question then arises as to what revival is? A revival is 

when Christ takes center stage in men's hearts and 
within the assembly of His people who become vessels 
without leakages in the period of an out pouring of the 
Holy Spirit. Before this becomes a reality, the message 
must be resoundingly clear in the ears and hearts of 
God's people to bring about a change in the state of 
their hearts from the pursuance of vain and unclean life 
styles to the pursuit of holiness. Too many of the 
messages being preached today, are spiritually 
unwholesome in content. 

The message we need now is repentance. In the times 
when Israel had backslidden, God had to raise a young 
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BROKEN CISTERNS 


man named Jeremiah to call them back to true worship. 
Never in history, to the best of my knowledge, have we 
ever needed such young men to cry in the ears of a 
dying world, the words of life than in our time. The 
message God wanted Jeremiah to proclaim was not 
‘seeker’ friendly, but God gave him the following 
assurance; “Don't be afraid because of them; for I am 
with you to deliver you, says Yahweh. Then Yahweh 
put forth his hand, and touched my mouth; and Yahweh 
said to me. Behold, I have put my words in your mouth” 
Jeremiah 1:8-9 God had two things against His people,; 

"'Tor joeojofe have committedtwo evifs; the^ have 

forsaken me, the spring offivinj waters, and hewed 

them out cisterns, broken cisterns, that can hofdno 

water." tJeremiah Z:i3 

Could it be that, with all our boasting about nice 
cathedrals and institutions, Christ is standing at the 
door knocking and waiting for us to give Him room to 
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come back into His temple? If all is well and our way of 
life is not just 'cosmetic', then why has revival eluded 
us? Do our actions convey the notion that God does not 
want to revive us as individuals and as a corporate 
body? Are we like the Laodiceans?; 


",,, anddon'{ ^now thatyou are the wretched one, 
miserahhe, jooor, hfind, andnah^d; 0 comsehyou to 
huy from me yofd refned hy fire, that you may 
become rich; andwhiteyarments, thatyou may clothe 
yourself and that the shame of your nakedness may 
not he revealed; andye salve to anointyour eyes, that 
you may see. 7\s many as 0 love, 9 reprove and 
chasten. 'Be zealous therefore, andrecent Behold, 9 
stand%tthe door andhpoch, 9fanyone hears my voice 
andijoens the door, then 9 will^ome in to him, andwill 
dine with him, andwith me." 'Rfivelations3;f4~ZO 


Because of God's depth of love for this Church, He 
rebuked them and commanded them to repent. God 
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chastens those He loves. Paul had this to say in 
connection with God's love for us; 

",,, "74^son, don'tfyfitf^ 

Lord, nor faint when you are 
whom the Lordfoves, he chastens, andKouryes every 

son whom he receives .,,, 'But if you are without 

disci^fine, of which affhave been made partakers, then 

are you iffeyitimate, and not children ." 

T-{ehrewslZ:4~S 

We can therefore reason from these scriptures that, it is 
the love of God for us which brings about chastisement 
and calls us to repentance. Therefore if we do not love 
chastisement and the message of repentance, then we 
are rejecting the love of God for us and our position of 
sonship. More so, if we are no longer hearing 
messages of rebuke and chastisement to call us to 
repentance, then we are in a serious state indeed. 

God told the Israelites that, their prophets, whom they 
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thought loved them by preaching ‘smooth messages’ to 
them, were not doing them any good; 


"'Befiofd, 9 am against dose who ^ro^hes^ f^inj 
dreams, sa^s '^ahwefi, anddo teddem, andcatAsem^ 
peopfe to err their fies, andtheir vain boasting: 

^et 9 didn 'tsendthem, nor commandedthem; neither 
do the^ jorofit this joeolofe at ad, sa^s 'tfahweh. 'When 
this joeojofe, or the jorojohet, or a joriest, shadash^oa, 
sa^inj, HJhat is the burden of'yahweh? then shad 
^ou tedthem, 'What burden! 9 widcast^ou off, sa^s 
'tjahweh. "As for the prophet, andthe priest, andthe 
peopfe, who shadsa^. The burden of'tfahweh, 9 wid 

even ^lunish that man andhis house. Thus shad^ou 
sa^ everyone to his neighbor, and everyone to his 
brother, 'What has 't^ahweh answered? and, 'What 
has 't^ahweh sjoofen? The burden of'tfahweh shad 
^ou mention no more: for ever^ man's own worddad 

he his burden; forijou have pervertedthe words of the 
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fivin^ Cfod, of ^akweln of Armies our Qod." 
Oeremiafi Z 3 : 3 Z ~36 

If we continue to grant these prophets audience, they 
will surely cause us to err and later God will abandon us 
and we will no longer hear His rebuke and 
chastisement. We may have a word, but certainly it will 
not be from God. In effect they will not profit us, but only 
fit into the prophesy below: 

"and de ^ro^fieb sfiaffbecome wind andde wordis 
not in dem; dus shaff it f)e done to dem." 
0eremiafi^:1^ 

It is rather unfortunate to know, most of the messages 
we hear on the radio, television and even read in books 
lack the elements of reproof, and correction to profit us 
in these times when they are needed the most 
(2 Timothy 3:16). Most pastors shy away from the hard 
truths to avoid hurting the pride of many. In our time. 
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messages of such nature do not sell, so even the young 
up-and-coming ministries are joining the wagon. God 
informed us ahead of time that in the last days, people 
will detest teaching which will instruct them in the way 
of righteousness. Therefore Paul cautioned Timothy 
not to be influenced by what people wanted to hear; 


" 9 charge j/ow therefore before Cjod and the Hard 
9esus Christ, who wifljudje the hiving andthe dead 
his apjoearinj andhis %in^dom: preach the word; he 
urgent in season and out of season; reprove, rehuhe, 

and exhort, with affpatience and teaching "T-or the 

time wiff come when the^ willnot listen to the sound 

doctrine, hut, having itching ears, wiff heap ap for 

themselves teachers after their own fusts; andwiff turn 

awa^ their ears from the truth, and turn aside to 

fahfes. 'Bvit^oiA he sober in affthings, suffer hardship], 
do the worf of an evangelist, and fulfil^our 
" zTimoth^4ri~^ 


mmis, 
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The fountain of living waters will only begin to flow in 
our lives and in our meetings if we pay heed to God's 
call for repentance and obedience to His word 
continually. All the holes and cracks (as a result of sin) 
in vessels must be mended and made conducive to 
hold the Spirit in increasing measure; 


"Now therefore amend^our wa^s md^our doings, 
of ^akweln ^our (kod and 


voice 


and ohe^ the 
yahweh wdf recent him of the evif that he has 
pronoanced'Ajainst^otA." tJeremiah z6; fj, 


Brethren, the coming of the Lord is near, so let us be 
prepared always for His glorious appearing so we can 
reign with Him. Amen 
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Chapter two 


FIRST, THEY PLUCKED 
OUT HIS EYES 

When the enemy finally captured Samson, he (they) 
first and foremost plucked out his eyes: 

"Tfie 'PklisUms faidhofdm km, an dout his e^es; 
andkou^k km down to Ciaza, and()oundkm 
witfi fetters ofkass; andkgroundat tk miffin tk 
l^rison. " O^d^es ibtZi 

One of the worst things which can ever happen to a 
man is to have his vision stolen by Satan. God, in His 
bid to grant deliverance to Israel, prophesied the birth of 
Samson through His angel. He then brought it to pass 
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in due season. Samson did great havoc to the enemies 
of Israel. Unfortunately for him, he made a great 
mistake by revealing the secret of his strength to 
Delilah. This gave his enemies the opportunity to take 
revenge on him by first plucking out his eyes. 

For some time now, the enemy has been in the 
business of plucking out the vision of most men in these 
end-times. It is very unfortunate preachers of today 
including most believers do not see the way Paul and 
other fathers of the faith saw our life on earth. 

One of the vital truths to which Satan has succeeded in 
blinding the eyes of so many believers is the fact that 
our stay on this earth is brief as compared to eternity. 
The Apostles knew their life on earth was brief as 
compared to eternity. The Apostles never fixed their 
eyes on this present sinking world; 
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",,, Therefore since aff these things wiff he destroyed 
fife this, what findof^eo^fe oujhtyots to he in hohj 
hiving andjodfiness, hooking for andearnestdesiring 
the coming of the da^ of Ciod which wiff cause the 
hurninj heavens to he dissofved, andthe efements wiff 
meft with fervent heat? 'But, according to his promise, 
we fooh for new heavens and a new earth, in which 

righteousness dweffs. Therefore, hefoved, seeing that 

^ou fooh for these things, he difijent to he found in 

peace, without hfemish and hfamefess in his si^ht " 

Z 1?eter^;^~i4 


"'See that ^ou don't refuse him who speah^... 
Therefore, receiving a Kingdom that can't he shaken, 
fet us have ^ace, throucjh which we serve Cjod 
acceptahf^, with reverence and awe," 
1dehrewsi2jZ^~zS 


"These aff died in faith, not having received the 
promises, hut having seen them and embraced them 
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from afar, and having confessed that de^ were 
strangers and^djrims on tfie eartk ^or those who 
sa^ siAch things make it dear that the^ are seehinj a 
corntry of their own. O f indeedthe^ had^oeen thinking 
of that country from which the^ went oat, the^ woafd 
have hadmoojh time to return. 'Butnow the^ desire a 
better country, that is, a heavenfj one. 'Therefore Qod 
is not ashamedof them, to he caffedtheir Qod, for he 
has jore^sared^ city for them." T-fehrews 1{:1^~{6 


These fathers could see a place most preachers of 
today cannot see. They had a longing of seeing Jesus 
come to take them home. This showed in their priorities 
on this earth. It is sad some preachers of our time 
cannot see these important truths our fathers saw. 

All the empires some preachers of our time are building 
really prove and show where their heart is. It is however 
not surprising, these preachers are not able to preach 
about the second coming of Jesus. Whatever they are 
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labouring to build tells sinners, Christ is not conning 
soon. In contrast, the Apostles were eager to see Christ 
come the second time. At this point, I will like to ask: 

• Did Jesus focus his ministry on physical 
buildings? 

• Did Paul and the other apostles ever focus their 
attention on building physical empires? 

The answer is clearly NO, as scripture never 
suggested they focused on what some preachers focus 
on these days. Yet it is an undeniable fact that Jesus 
and the Apostles fulfilled their ministry. They focused 
on building the lives of men^ who were the true 
temples of God. Brethren, a time of shaking is coming, 
and whatever has not Christ in it will come crashing 
down. Only the theology which has Christ as its focus 
will stand the test of time. 
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The scriptures we read speak for themselves. The 
primary focus of our fathers in the faith was on heaven. 
When you match some modern preachers with our 
fathers in the faith, it is clear they have lost their vision 
to Satan. Let us take note, whenever Satan succeeds in 
plucking out our vision, he will employ us in 'prison to 
grind for him'. In other words if we are not pursuing the 
vision of heaven, then we are lending a helping hand to 
Satan; 


"The Thifistines faidhofdm him, rndpufouthis e^es; 
andihe^ hrou^ht him down to Qaza, and houndhim 
with fetters ofhrass; andhegroundat the miff in the 

prison." O^^d^es ibtZi 
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Chapter three 


TAKING AWAY THE 
RIGHTEOUSNESS 
OF THE RIGHTEOUS 


Brethren in the Lord, I would like to humbly submit to 
you that, every man burning with the fire of the Holy 
Spirit will weep at the level of shallowness and 
indifference of the modern day professing Christian. 
There came a time in the life of Israel when the people 
of God were caused to err or stray from the law and 
counsel of God. Their leaders were most often to blame 
for their backslidden state; 

"Tor those who fead(^ispeo^fe fead(hem astray; anddose 
wfio are fed ^ tfem are destroyed" Osaiaf g:l6 
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The situation is not different from what we see in our 
days. The drifting away of the people of God from the 
faith can be largely attributed to unconsecrated 
leadership and the rejection of sound doctrine. These 
leaders could either be of the breed of false Prophets 
and Teachers, ignorant preachers or men manipulated 
by the demands placed on them by their largely 
unrepentant congregation. 

The Word of God should not just be used as a tool for 
massaging the hearts of corrupt men, but as a sword in 
spiritual warfare to either prick the heart of convicted 
men or cut the hearts of the impenitent (Acts 2:37, 5:33, 
7:54).Dr. Donald Coggan once advised preachers that, 
"It is their task to feed the sheep - not to entertain the 
goats". 

A scripture worthy of note with regards to this 
subject is; 
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"'Woe to those wfto caffevif^oo/, and^oodevif; who 

darkness for (ijfii and(ij fit for darkness; wfto 

kitter for sweet, andsweetfor hitter! 'Woe to fkose wko 

are wise in tkeir own e^es, andfsrudent in tkeir own 
sijktf 'Woe to tkose wko are mijkt^ to drink wine, 
anddampions at mWn^ strong drinkj wko accjisittke 
juift^ for a krike, kut den^justice for tke innocent!" 
9saiak^;ZO~Z3 


God began to pronounce judgment on those who 
misrepresented issues and dealt not justly with the 
truth. A question which I believe will arise out of 
curious minds is, “How can a wicked person be justified 
for reward?” Our Lord by His divine providence has 
given us the scriptures which plainly teach His people 
why some preachers fatten themselves through 
practices which gain the applause and support of the 
wicked, leaving heaven disappointed. The Holy 
scriptures tell us in 2 Peter 2:3 that; 
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"On covetousness wiffe^^foityou witfi deceptive 

words: whose sentence now from of ohddoesn 't finder, 
and^heir destruction wiff notsftAmfer." 

These preachers will always teach their followers to go 
on and pursue the wealth and riches of this world. They 
however do not warn these followers to desist from all 
forms of corrupt practices in their business dealings. 
They know very well, when these businesses thrive, 
automatically their tithes and offerings will also 
increase proportionally. It is however important to note, 
God encourages us to work hard in order to take care of 
our family responsibilities and that of the faith. 

They will always teach that you need to make more 
money in order to show off and prove that you are a 
child of God. This notion is not in consonance with The 
scriptures and is alien to true believers. A man's life 
certainly does not consist in the abundance of things he 
possesses. However, every true believer though he is 
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rich, will voluntarily give out his riches for the benefit of 
the poor and live a humble life. He does this with the 
knowledge that he is storing up treasures in heaven 
(Him 6:17-19). Let us make Christ and His disciples 
our role models. 

At this point I will like us to look at the following 
questions; 

1. Looking at those who claim to have this world's 
goods (riches and wealth), what percentage of 
their wealth have they been able to part with, for 
the sake of the gospel? 

2. How many of those who promised to support the 
faith with their substance or wealth if God 
prospered them have been able to fulfill their 
promise to God (He that is faithful in little will also 
be faithful in much.)? 
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3. And those who claim to support the gospel with 
their riches, what percentage is left with them after 
giving to God? 

When these preachers push innocent souls 
(followers) to grasp all they can and cannot in this 
world, they leave them with nothing more than (except) 
a disastrous consequence of being covetous; 


those who are determined to he rich faff into a 
temptation and a snare and man^ foofish and 

harmfnf fusts, such as drown men in ruin and 

destruction. "T^or the hove ofmone^ is a root of adhinds 
of evil. Some have been fedastray from the faith in 
theirpreed andhave pierced(hemsefves throvt^h with 

man^sorrows. .."{Timothy6:g~l0 


You will realize, the end result of such teaching is that, 
men develop a sinful attitude and succumb to the sin of 
covetousness. This finally leads to eternal damnation; 
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"nor thieves, nor covetous, nor drmh^rds, nor 
slanderers, nor extortioners, willinherit the %injdom 
ofQod "i Corinthians 6:iO 

Paul therefore advised Timothy to pursue the following 
in 1 Timothy 6:11: 

• Righteousness 

• Godliness 

• Faith 

• Love 

• Patience and Meekness. 

Also the Apostle advised him again to flee from youthful 
lusts in 2Timothy2:22. 

Brethren, it is important for us to know Paul never 
exhorted his hearers to pursue this world's 
possessions, but rather to work with their hands and 
rely on the supply of God. There are other scriptures in 
the Old Testament which attest to this; 
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"Uont wear^ ^oiAmffto rick On ^our wisdom, 

sftow mtraini" 1?roverf)sZ3:4 


"Tde wfto lows silver shallnot f)e satisfiedwitfi sifver; 

nor fie wfio foves abundance, witfi increase : this also is 
vanity." T.ccl&iashs^:iO 

It is clear from these scriptures that, if we purpose to 
run after things just to gratify our fleshly desires, we will 
never get to the point of contentment. I am yet to see or 
hear a man rich in this world's goods, declare he has 
enough wealth for himself. 

Please let us bear in mind that, if we continue to lust 
after ‘silver’, God may grant them unto us. It may 
however not end us well. This is clearly seen in God's 
dealings with the Israelites in the wilderness; 



counsel, hutjave in to craving in the desert, andtested 
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Though God gave them their request, it did not end 
them well. For the most important part of their being 
(their soul) became lean. This more often than not 
accounts for the poor quality of service professing 
believers and Pastors render to God. When sound 
doctrine is not adhered to, all one can do is to gratify the 
desires of wicked men in the Church through the 
preaching of ‘smooth words’ as revealed in the 
following scripture; 

"Wfio teffthe seers, see!" andto tke jorolshets, 



This goes a long way to damage the faith of sincere 
inquirers. Many men hitherto held strong convictions 
until they started to listen to messages which neither 
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kept them on the path of righteousness nor drew them 
into holiness and Christlikeness. Paul warned Timothy 
in the scripture below about the hearts desire of men in 
the end-time; 


" tfie time wiffjome wften tfie^ wiffnotfisten to tfie 

sounddoctrine, hut, having itching ears, wiff heap up 
for themsefves teachers after their own fusts; andwiff 

turn awa^ their ears from the truth, andturn aside to 

fahfes. "But^ou he sober in affthings, suffer hardship, 
do the worf of an evanjefist, and fuffiff ^our 

j. "z Timothy 4’3~^ 


mmjs, 


This caution was given to him to make him aware that, 
if he reproves, rebukes and exhorts with all long 
suffering and doctrine, he will be afflicted often. 
However, in the face of those afflictions, he was to 
endure till the end. Paul knew the truth would suffer 
attack from the pits of hell and corrupt men and so 
further advised Timothy to hold firmly to sound doctrine; 
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"'T-or tfih cause 0 also suffer these things, t^et 9 am not 
ashamed, for 9 fnow him whom 9 have hefieved, and 
9 am joersuadedthat he is ahfe to^uardthat which 9 
have committed to him against that da^. Tdold the 
Isattern of sound words which you have heardfrom 

me, in faith and hove which is in Christ 9esus. That 


jood thinj which 


was committed to ^ou, juard 


through the Tdoh^ Sjoirit who dwells 


m us. 


Z Timothy 1:1Z~14 


Let me conclude by going back to Isaiah; 

""Tor those who leadthis people leadthem astray; and 

those who are led h^ them are destroyed.. .for 

everyone is profane and an evil-doer, and ever^ 

mouth steals folhj. "T-or allthis his anjer is not turned 
awa^, hut his hand is stretched out still" 
9saiah 


The hand of God which is stretched out to punish is still 
stretched out to redeem if only repentance becomes a 
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reality in those who truly seek Him. It is better for us to 
fall on our knees and faces in repentance, than for us to 
fall backward, be broken, be snared, and be taken.” 
(Isaiah 28:13)”. Time is running out! 
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Chapter four 


ARE YOU A DISCIPLE? 


I will like us to look at a very important subject which 
was, is and will be a matter of serious concern to our 
Savior and Lord Jesus Christ. Discipleship was very 
much on the heart of Jesus when He said; 

"Of anyone comes to me, and doesn't fiate ftis own 

father, motfier, wife, cfiifdren, hrotfim, andsisters, 

d'scipfe. 

'Whoever doesn't hear his own cross, andcome after 

me, can 'the my discilife. "Luif^ iI^tZb~ZJ 


J/&5', and his own fife afsv, he can't he m^ 
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The above verse of scripture sounds very harsh and 
radical but it is the blunt truth from the messiah Himself. 
We observe from above, there are some marks which 
qualify one to be a disciple of Jesus Christ such as; 

A person must hate his father, mother, wife, children, 
sisters and his own life. This presupposes that, when a 
man decides to love and follow the Lord above any 
other thing, his decision(s) may incur the displeasure or 
wrath of the mentioned persons. 

A person must bear his cross and follow Jesus. Due to 
the harsh and radical nature of the scripture just read, 
Jesus teaches us that, there is a great price to be paid if 
one desires to be a disciple; 

"'Tor which of^otA, desiring to huifda tower, doesn 't 
first sit down andlountthe cost, tom if he has enoiAjh 

to compfete it? Or perhaps, when he has faid a 
foundation, ands not ah he to fnish, everyone who sees 
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ARE YOU A DISCIPLE? 


to mockfiim, sa^inj, ‘This man hejan to huifd, 
andmsn ‘tahfe to finish, "dahe {4;ZS~^0 


Hardly will you hear preachers today caution sinners to 
count the cost of following Jesus. Sinners must be 
made aware that they must lose the world in order to 
gain Christ. Paul knew, for him to be a disciple he had 
to be identified with the sufferings of Christ; 


"andifichddrm, then heirs; heirs ofiQod, andjoint 
heirs with Christ; if indeedwesuffierwith him, that we 
ma^ afso heglorifiedwith him." Romans S:iy 

We have to be identified with Christ in this regard and 
not to be ashamed of Him as His disciples; 


"Tor 9 am not ashamedof the CioodNews of Christ, 
for it is the power of Ciodfor safvation for everyone 
who hefieves; for the 9ew first, anddso for the Qreeh," 
Romans f;f6 
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There are other marks of a disciple, which I will like us 
to look at as follows; 

First, they know they must pass through many 
afflictions before they make it to heaven; 

"confirming the souh of the disci^fes, e;>ihortinj them 
to continue in the faith, and that through man^ 
afffictiom we must enter into the Kingdom of Ciod " 

Actsi^iZZ 

This is because our ways as true disciples are and will 
be in direct opposition to the systems of the world and 
thus, the world will surely hate us; 

.9 enduredthose persecutions. Out of them affthe 
Lord delivered me. yes, and aff who desire to live 
yodf^ in Christ 9esus will suffer persecution." 

Z Timothy^:10~1Z 
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ARE YOU A DISCIPLE? 


Secondly, they see it as a privilege to suffer for Christ; 


"7*4^ therefore departed from the presence of the 
corned, r^oicin^ that the^ were counted worthy to 
suffer dishonor for %sus ‘name. " Acts^:4'{ 


Finally, it is important for us to know, disciples do not 
look back; 

"'But O&sussaidto him, "No one, having jout his hand 
to the jo how, andfoohinj hack, is fit for the 7-Cinjdom 

ofCiod'd uke gdz 

These are just a few but important marks of a disciple 
which we are to take note of. If these marks are seen in 
our lives, praise the Lord. If not, we should expect them 
to manifest soon, provided we call ourselves His 
disciples. 
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Chapter five 


BUT T MUST DIE 


Almost all men seek glory. However, before glory 
comes, there must be the death and burial of T. 
Everyone who seeks to see the glory of God in our 
generation must allow 'I' to die. 

Some Greeks came up to Jerusalem to worship and 
desired to see Jesus. When they came to where Jesus 
and His disciples were, they saw Philip and Andrew, 
who introduced them to Jesus and made known their 
mission. They first said to the disciples “sir we would 
see Jesus”. Let us look at the reply Jesus gave them; 
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"Oesvts answered tfiem, "Tfie time fias come for tfie 
Son ofJdan to he^forifed Jdostcertainfij 9 teff^oa, 
mfess a^rain of wheat faffs into the earth anddies, it 

remains h^ itsehf alone. 'But if it dies, it hears much 

fruit Tde who foves his fife wiff (ose it Tde who hates his 

fife in this worldwiffhee^ it to eternaffife. 9f anyone 
serves me, let him follow me. 'Where 9 am, there wiff 
m^ servant also he. 9f anyone serves me, the "Trader 
wiff honor him. "Now m^ souls troubled. 'Whatshall 
9sa^7 ''T-ather, save me from this time?''But for this 
cause 9 came to this time. 'Tather,^forifj ijour name!" 
Then there came a voice out of the sh^, sa^inj, "9 have 
both jforifed it, and wiff jforifj it ajain. The 
multitude therefore, who stoodh^ and heardit, said 
that it had thundered. Others said, "An an^ef has 
s'ljohpn to him. 9^ssus answered, "This voice hasn’t 
comeform^ safe, hutfor^oursafes." 9ohnfZ'Z3~30 


Please when you get ample time, kindly go through 
these verses of scripture prayerfully and I trust the good 
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BUTT MUST DIE 


Lord will reveal some important truths to you. 

There was no way Jesus could save the world if He by¬ 
passed the death on the cross. After He gave His life a 
ransom for us by His death on the cross, many of us 
now have the privilege of calling ourselves sons of God. 
As a matter of fact, we have profited from His death. 
From the above verse of scripture you realize Jesus 
glorified the name of God by His obedience even to the 
point of death on the cross. This is due to the fact that 
He always sought His father's will. There wasn’t a point 
in His life where He sought publicity and honor with men 
since the 7'in Him was dead. 

Let us understand that, honor from men may not 
necessarily guarantee God’s honor nor does popularity 
justify God's glory in a man's life. Jesus made it clear 
that the voice they heard was not because of Him, but 
for their sake. Therefore if we truly desire to see the 
glory of God manifest in our lives here and beyond, then 


39 



BKOKl^A^ QBBBBBB 


we must allow the 7'to die in our lives. Since the glory is 
that of God, He does not share it with anyone, but only 
gives us the privilege of mirroring His glory on earth. 
Sincerely, if we want to be vessels of His glory, then we 
must never seek to make a name for ourselves. 

Remember the tower of Babel and be advised 
accordingly. God and the host of heaven will come 
down one day and crash down every empire we are 
trying to build for ourselves. 

We also learn from the verses that fruitfulness only 
comes when a man dies to the desires and affections of 
this world. Jesus further taught that, if a man loves his 
life he will lose it, but if he hates it in this world, then he 
will have it till and in eternity. God has always loved to 
reveal more of Himself to man, but man has to pay the 
price of His revelation, which is death to 7'or the flesh. 
Paul, undoubtedly a man of revelation, had this as his 
secret; 
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"Tfierefore we don't faint, fjut though our outward 
man is deca^inj,^et our inwardman is renewedda^ 
^ da^. "Tor our (i^ht affliction, which is for the 
moment, worh for us more andmore e^ceedinjfij an 

eternalmykof^for^; "z Corinthians 


"'Wh^ do we also stand injeojoard^ ever^ hour? 9 
affrm, h^ the boasting in^ou which 9 have in Christ 
9esus our Lord, 9 die dailj. "i Corinthians 


Did you see the number of times Paul refers to the 
death of 'I"? (In danger of physical death) You die to 7' 
when you no longer live for yourself, but allow Christ to 
live in and through you (1 Cor 5:15). 

Let us make Christ the all-in-all when it comes to our 
existence and essence in this life. 
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Chapter six 


THE RECHABITES’ 
WISDOM 


How easy and willing most of us are, when it comes to 
following religiously the prescriptions of doctors and the 
instructions of native doctors to the letter. It is however 
unfortunate many are not able to follow the commands 
of the Lord the way they do when it comes to obeying 
that of man. Why should the children of God get to the 
point where unbelievers have to be used to teach them 
simple wisdom? Jesus, in teaching His disciples about 
the kingdom of God, had this to say; 
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lord commended the dishonest manager 
hecatAsehe had done wisef^, for the children of this 
worfdare, in their own generation, wiser than the 

children of the hi^ht "Luif^ ibtS 

The people of this world are able to use this world's 
systems of dealings to their merit. When a native doctor 
tells a person to visit a cemetery at mid night to perform 
some rituals, the individual gladly follows his 
instructions hook, line and sinker. Others also follow 
doctors' prescriptions to take certain dosage of drugs at 
specific times of the day. 

There came a time in the life of the Israelites by the 
reason of their disobedience that God had to use the 
Rechabites to teach them the level of obedience He 
required of them; 

",,, Cjoto the house of the l^chahites, ands^eafto 
them, andhrinj them into the house of'tjahweh, into 
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om of the chambers, and jive them wine to drinf 
Then 9 took9(^i^zaniah the son ofOeremiah, the son of 
T-(ahazziniah, andhis brothers, andaffhis sons, and 
the whofe house of the T^chahites; and 9 hroujht 
them into the house of ^ahweh, into the chamber of 
the sons of Tdanan the son of 9jdafiah, the man of 
(^od, which was hj the chamber of the jorinces, which 
was above the chamber of Jdaaseiah the son of 
^haffum, the feejoer of the threshofd 9 set before the 
sons of the house of the T^chahites howfs fuffof wine, 
and cups; and 9 said to them, 19rinhjou wine. 'But 
thej said, 'We wiffdrinfno wine; for 9onadah the son 
of'Rfichah, our father, commanded us, sajinj, 'tjou 
shaff drinf no wine, neither jou, nor jour sons, 
forever: neither shaffjou huifdhouse, nor sow seed, 
nor ^fant vinejard, nor have anj; hut aff jour dajs 
jou shaffdweffin tents; thatjou maj five manj dajs 
in the handin whichjousjourn. 'We have ohejedthe 
voice of9onadah the son of'R^chah, our father, in aff 
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that he chargedus, to drinkno wine aff our da^s, we, 
our wives, our sons, or our daughters; nor to huifd 
houses for us to dweff in; neither have we vineyard, nor 
fiefd, nor seed hut we have hived in tents, and have 
obeyed, anddone according to aff that Oonadah our 
father commanded us. 'But it ha^^ened, when 
T^ehuchadnezzar hjnj ofBah^fon came ujs into the 
hand, that we said. Come, andfet us^o to Jerusafem 
for fear of the arm^ of the Chafdeans, andfor fear of 
the army of the Syrians; so we dweff at O&^Msafem. 
Then came the wordif'tjahweh to tJeremiah, sayiny. 
Thus says ^ahweh of Armies, the QodofOsraef (^o, 
and teff the men of Oi^dah and the inhabitants of 
Jerusafem, HJiffyou not receive instruction to fisten to 
my words'? says 'tjahweh. The words of Oonadah the 
son of'Rfichah, that he commanded his sons, not to 
drinfwine, are joerformed; andto this day they drinf 
none, for they obey their father’s commandment; hut 
9 have spofen to you, risiny up earfy andspeahjny; 
andyou have notfistenedto me."0&remiah^^:1~'(4 
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The Rechabites were so convinced of what their father 
taught them that, they could not bow to any 
contradictory commandment. Even though a prophet 
brought them to a place of 'spirituality', they still held on 
and stayed true to their convictions. 

These days it is not uncommon to see deception 
exalted right at our places of worship. Many are not well 
versed with the scriptures therefore they are unable to 
challenge the status quo in the face of cunningly 
devised fables. Many men and women who claim to be 
the mouth piece of God are rather leading multitudes 
astray. How I pray men will begin everywhere to 
question situations in the light of scripture and remain 
faithful to God's statutes as did the Rechabites. 

There are so many people in the Church today, who 
only appear to be obedient and pious in the midst of 
empty religious activities, but quickly lose their spiritual 
convictions when the opportunity presents itself for 
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them to commit evil. Because many lack the virtue of 
self-control, they have need of human ordinances and 
traditions which are only a chasing of the shadow, and 
lack spiritual substance. At this point I will like us to 
assess ourselves with these questions to ascertain our 
spiritual stand; 

Do you stop gossiping, backbiting, slandering and 
evil speaking etc. immediately you see your 
pastor or fellow Christian coming? 

Do you lust freely after men or women in your 
heart when no man can actually scan the content 
of your thoughts except God alone? 

If your answer is yes to these questions, then there is a 
need for deep rooted repentance. Let us heed the 
following admonition from Paul; 


"So then, my hefoved, even as yoiA have ahways 
obeyed, not onfy in my presence, hut now much more 
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The questions above either determine whether we are 
convicted about the commands of holiness in our 
hearts with corresponding deeds or not. How can we 
claim to be children who love God, when we willingly 
refuse to obey His commandments? Jesus had this to 
say in connection with those who loved Him; 

"OestAS answeredfiim, "Ofa man foves me, fie wiff kee^ 




With the kind of love God has for His children, He has 
graciously given us His Spirit who dwells in us to 
empower us to obey and do His will. It is a shame to 
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hear of things done in the closets of some who claim to 
be on fire for God. Why isn't there revival in some 
assemblies, though we all claim to be pious? Are we 
sure we are not engaging in a 'makeup' kind of 
Christianity? (only God knows those who are truly 
pious). With my little knowledge I understand it is quite 
impossible to live a holy life and not be revived. We had 
better be true to ourselves and repent so that the King 
of Glory will take His rightful place in His temple to 
reveal His glory to all men for their redemption. 

Sometimes we behave as if God is not willing to send 
revival when we think we have done our part and it is up 
to Him to fulfill His. This notion will only paint the Lord to 
be unfaithful. I believe God is ever ready to release 
revival if only we cooperate with Him. It behoves on us 
therefore to be obedient to God in every sphere of 
endeavor, whether men are watching or not. It was 
through Joseph's convictions that he was promoted by 
God to the office of prime minister in Egypt, though he 
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had to first suffer wrongly, a prison sentence. He never 
allowed his freedom in Potiphar's house to become an 
occasion for sin; 


"1-(b isn't greater in this house than 0, neither has he 
he^t hachan^thinj from me hut^ou, because^ou are 
his wife. T-tow then can 9 do thisjreat wickedness, and 
sin against t^od?"As she spoke to Ooseph da^ h^ da^, 
he didn't listen to her, to fie h^ her, or to he with her. 
About this time, he went into the house to do his work 
and(here were none of the men of the house inside. She 
caught him h^ his garment, sa^inj, "die with me!" 
Tde left his garment in her hand, and ran outside." 
Qenesis^g:g~1Z 


It is however important to realize that, Joseph never 
wanted to betray the trust bestowed upon him by his 
master and also disobey God. God's will is that we obey 
those who are our superiors, be it our parents or those 
in authority; 
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"Ld ever^ sovtf he in stA^ection to the higher 
authorities, for there is no authority e;>ice^tfrom Ciod, 
and those who epst are ordained h^ Ciod. " 

Unmans iy.i 

"Children, ohe^^our joarents in aff things, for this 
pleases the dord fathers, don't ^rovofe ^our 
children, so thatthe^ won't he discouraged Servants, 


ohe. 


W- 


in all things those who 


are 


your 


masters 


accordiny to the flesh, notjustwhen they are loohiny, 

as men ^leasers, hut in sinyleness of heart, feariny 

Ciod. " Colossians^:ZO~ZZ 


In the event whereby the commands of our superiors 
are contrary to the commands of God and His will for 
us, we are therefore advised to reject that of man and 
obey God. The apostles in their days were at certain 
points in their life and ministry left with the option of 
either pleasing man or God. They however opted to 
obey the commands of God; 
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",,, "'ButlPekrmdthe apostles answered, "'We must 
of)e^ Ciodmtfier tfian men. "Acts^:Z/~zg 

If we so much revere mere men such that we obey their 
prescriptions and commands, then why don't we much 
more obey the commands of God who created all? May 
God Almighty grace us to grasp this truth and live by it. 
Amen 
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Chapter seven 


CHRIST'S HUMILITY, 
OUR YARDSTICK 


There are so many misconceptions about humility. 
Some view it as, speaking softly, walking with hands at 
the back, choice of clothing among others. These may 
be offshoots of humility but not humility in itself. This 
virtue in question is a state of the mind and heart which 
conceives and gives birth to a godly pattern of attitude. 
In studying humility, Christ becomes our yardstick. It is 
however important for us to note at this point that, 
humility is a choice; 
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"7-(iAmf)fe^oiAmfves i n the sijk of the Lord, andhe 
wiffe;iaft^oiA. "Otames4:10 


"if peopfe, who are caffed hy name, s haft 
humhfe themsefves, andiira^, and seek face, and 

turn from their wickedwa^s; then with9 hear from 
heaven, andwithforgive their sin, andwithheaf their 
hand" Z Chronicfesy:14 


It is exhibited by denying one's self some rights, power 
and knowledge for the good of many. In Invitation to the 
New Testament (DLT, 1967), Professor W.D. Davies 
wrote; “To wash feet was fit only for slaves... To believe 
that Jesus took a towel, is to deliver human service 
from the deadly poison of triviality and to raise it to a 
divine status”. Scriptures give us a picture of Christ's 
level of humility below; 

"7-(ave this in your mind, which was afso in Christ 

9esus, who, e^istiny in the form ofQod, didn 't consider 
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emptied 

himself, taking the form of a servant, hein^ made in 
the likeness of men. Andheinj foundm human form, 
he humbledhimself becoming obedient to death,^es, 
the death of the cross." IPhilippians Z:^ ~S 

Even though Christ is God, He left His glory above and 
came down to this world to die a degrading death just 
for our redemption. He knew no sin, but stripped 
Himself of His honor and was nailed naked on the 
cross. Though He had the power. He chose not to use it 
when men He had created spat on Him and ridiculed 
Him. He knowing the benefits which would accrue to us 
by His death on the cross, made Himself of no 
reputation. Christ said He did not come into this world to 
be served, but to serve and give His life a ransom for 
many. 

We can only qualify to be humble when in spite of our 
achievements and level on the academic ladder, we 


ecjualiti^ with Qodu thinj to hegraspe d hut 
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still choose to serve men we deem to be at the bottom 
of the ladder. In effect servanthood is a mark of 
humility. Jesus before His departure from the earth 
advised His disciples; 


"Tften he pouredwater into the hasin, andhejan to 
wash the discipfes ‘feet, and fo wipe them with the towel 
that was wrappedaroundhim... Of 9 then, the Lord 
and the Teacher, have washedijour feet, you also 
ou^htto wash one another's feet Tor 9 have^iven^ou 
an example, that^ou also shoulddo as 9 have done to 
^ou." 9ohn1X>:^,l4~i^ 


A careful look around will reveal that, multitudes view 
themselves to be greater than others, (through names, 
and titles used on billboards and posters) an attitude 
Paul spoke against; 


"doinj nothing through rivafrvj or throuah 


1 


'UJi 


conceit, hut in humility, each counting others 
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oiA notjus 
of you al. 

(fiinys of others." IPhifippims Z-3~4 

It is important for us to know we cannot stoop low and 
serve others if we do not view them better than 
ourselves. If we could see Christ in other people and 
know that serving them is an indirect service to Christ, 
we will always be ready to live in self abnegation. 

Another dangerous mind set which can be observed in 
many is the view that one is more knowledgeable than 
others. Looking at Paul's writings on humility, it could 
be said that he himself as a matter of principle practiced 
it first, since Christ was revealed in him (Gal 1:16). He 
was indirectly a yardstick for Christian humility in his 
days. Paul taught that; 

"Now concernmy thinys sacrifcedto idols: 'We Ipow 
that we all have Inowfedye. %nowfedye jouffs ujo, hut 
love huilds up. 'But if anyone think that he hnows 
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an^tflirty, fie doesn't^et know as fie outfit to know." 

1 Corin tkans S:i~Z 


From this scripture we understand, if there is anything 
or issue we have knowledge of, there is still something 
about the issue in question we are supposed to know 
which we do not know. This mind set will help us to 
continue to search for more knowledge on a particular 
issue. The Apostle drives home the point that we 
always have partial knowledge as in; 

"^or we f^ow in part, andwe jorojohes^ in joarf; hut 
when that which is com^fete has come, then that which 
is joartiaf wiff he done awa^ with. 'When 0 was a chifd, 
Os^oki^si^ chifd, 9 (eft as a chifd, 9 thoa^ht as a chifd 
Now that 9 have become a man, 9 have put awajj 
chifdish things. "T-or now we see in a mirror, dimf^, hut 
then face to face. Now 9 know in part, hat then 9 wiff 

know faff^, even as 9 was afso faff^ known. " 

iCorinthiansi^i^-iZ 
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Whatever we know now is not yet clear to us the way 
we are supposed to know it. It does not matter how 
convinced we are about the depth of knowledge we 
have on a particular issue. With this revelation in mind, 
Paul never relented in his pursuit for more knowledge of 
Christ and advised those who were privileged to attain 
a level of the revelation of God to have his kind of mind 
set; 

",. .Het IAS tfierefore, as manias are perfect, tfiinkffiis 
wa^. Ofinan^tfimj^ontfiinkotfierwise, Qodwiffafso 
revealflat to^ oia. Nevertftefess, to tie extent that we 
lave already attained, let us wall l^ tie same rule. 

Let us le of tie same mind" 1Pli[i^^ians;^;{0~i6 

When we have this mind set we will be humble to the 
effect, we will not judge others above what is written. 
We will always be prepared to come down to the level 
of those who are not privileged to attain our level of 
knowledge, to teach and lead them with longsuffering 
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SO we can redeem them as Christ did for us. We should 
bear in mind we are to do all things to the glory of God 
and not just exhibit our depth of knowledge; 

",,, even as 0 afso jsfease aff men in aff things, not 
seei^nj own profit, ioulike profit oftfie man^, tfiat 
fhe^ may he saved." 1 Corinthians /a-3/-33 

Paul had this to say about himself. “To me, the very 
least of all saints, was this grace given, to preach to the 
Gentiles the unsearchable riches of Christ,” 
Ephesians 3:8.He admonishes us: 

"Sahjectinyyoarsefves one to another in the fear of 
Christ '"Ephesians^:Z1. 

If only we will make up our mind to humble ourselves 
like Christ and His apostles, then our exaltation would 
be evident to all. Let us pay heed to Co/ 3:12 and may 
we humble ourselves before we are humbled. 
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Chapter eight 


HAVE YOU BEEN 
WITH JESUS? 


With all due respect to our Bible colleges, I don't believe 
it is their graduates who will change our society for 
Christ. One begins to wonder why we have such levels 
of Biblical shallowness though we boast of more Bible 
colleges or religious materials. The simple answer is, 
most of our Bible school graduates have not been with 
Christ. I believe there is a vast difference between a 
student of the Bible and a Bible school student .The 
student of the Bible studies the Word of God to be 
transformed by it, whereas most Bible school students 
learn in order to defend their school of thought. Leonard 
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Ravenhill of blessed memory believed the question 
was not whether or not one knew the Word of God, but 
rather if one knew the God of the word. And, with all 
our getting, we should get unction. It has also been 
said that, “the man who has been taught by the Holy 
Spirit will be a seer rather than a scholar. The difference 
is, the scholar sees and the seer sees through; and that 
is a mighty difference indeed”. 

If we want to see a revival in our generation, then men 
must be prepared to sit at the feet of Christ and learn of 
Him. Christ told His disciples to come and learn of Him, 
for He was meek and lowly in heart and they would find 
rest for their souls. The early disciples were not 
confined to a particular geographical location for their 
training, but were always with Christ. A careful study of 
the scriptures will reveal, leaders of the Church were 
normally from their own assembly. Leaders were those 
who set exemplary lives as they grew in the knowledge 
and the grace of God. It was their character and gift 
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which gave them the room to serve in a local assembly. 
Leaders were not normally trained elsewhere and 
brought to lead a particular assembly. 

You will notice that throughout Paul's missionary 
journeys he appointed leaders from the same Church 
he planted, or sent Titus and others to appoint leaders 
in those assemblies from among themselves as did 
Peter: 


"Tfterefore sefect from amon^ ^oia, hrotkm, seven 
men ofjood report, fuff oftfe T-fof^ and of 

wisdom, wftom we majj appoint over this fusiness." 
Ads 6:^ 

"dilken tfe^ fadappointedefders for them in everij 

witf fasting, tfe^ 
commended tfem to tfe dord, on wftom tfej fad 
fefieved "Acts 14 : Z3 


assemffij, and fad prated 
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"9 (eftyou in Crete for this reason, thatyou woufdset 
in order the thinys that were fachjny, andayyoint 
efders in every city, as 9directedyou;" Titus iy 


What about Paul teaching in the school of Tyrannus for 
two whole years? When you read the scriptures 
carefully, you will realize Paul was not operating a Bible 
school (as in an institution), but was just fulfilling his 
teaching ministry by projecting Christ. In the 
synagogue, he preached for three months after which 
some believed. Afterwards he isolated those who 
believed (not some special group to be future pastors) 
and taught them more about Christ, using the school of 
Tyrannus as a platform. He never founded a Bible 
school (I however stand to be corrected by scripture). 
The Apostle and his fellow workers in the vineyard used 
to, as part of their ministry, go round to the Churches 
they had planted to appoint leaders, supply what was 
lacking and to exhort the believers. I presume most 
denominations do not want to pay the price of discipling 
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members in the local assemblies to the point of 
Christian maturity in order to entrust them with the task 
of serving in their own assemblies. 


"'Eut when some were hardened and disohedienf, 
s^eahjnj evd of the HJa^ before the muftittsde, he 
dejoarted from them, and sejoarated the disciisfes, 
reasoning daif^ in the sc hoof of Tyranniss. dhis 
continuedfor two^ears, so that affthose who hivedin 
Asia heardthe wordof the LordOesus, both O&ws and 
(^reefs'. "Acts{^;^~{0 


In a world where almost everything is fast tracked, the 
Church also wants to copy blindly by quickly pushing 
men through some two years theological education to 
qualify them as Pastors, Prophets, Teachers etc. A 
successful completion of theological education does 
not automatically qualify one to be ordained into 
ministry or be a good example to be emulated by new 
converts. 
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This as you can see is not consistent with New 
Testament living. The completion of theological 
education qualifies us for earthly certificates but does 
not guarantee maturity and purity of life, which is God's 
qualification for leaders in the Church. I am not here 
condemning Bible Schools in general, as there are a 
few good ones in the system. If we study in secular 
institutions for worldly wisdom, certainly studying 
Christian theology should not be demonized at all. Men 
should rather be encouraged to do so. However, it is 
the content of study which should be considered 
carefully. One should continually seek after and follow 
the leadings of the Spirit. Personally, I have been 
blessed by the ministry of a few seminary Professors. 
The exploits of the early disciples was not due to the 
fact that they had gone to any theological institution but; 

"Now when the^ saw the boldness ofIPeterandJohn, 

and had perceived that the^ were unlearned and 
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ignorant men, the^ marvefed. dke^ recognized that 
tfie^ fiad^oeen witfi %sm. "Ads 4: 


The Sadducees saw the boldness with which Peter and 
John preached the word, and knowing the manner of 
Christ's life, they recognised immediately that they had 
walked with Him. What therefore constitutes the mark 
of men who have been with Christ? 


One mark has already been revealed in the above 
scripture in that, the disciples were bold and 
courageous enough to preach the unadulterated Word 
of God. They were full of the Holy Spirit to the point 
where they chose to obey God rather than to be 
intimidated by men. It is however unfortunate to 
recognize in our time how many have found 
themselves wrapped in the coat of cowardice and 
become men pleasers. The Apostles rather chose to 
please God; 
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"'B.iit IPeterandOohn answereddem, "'Wheder it is 
rijfitin desijkofCiodio fisten to^oiA rader dan to 

Ciodjad^e for^oarsefves, f or we can 'f heteffinj de 
dinjs which we saw and^neard "Acts I^:i<^~ZO 

"Tor am 9 now seeking de favor of men, or of (kod? 

Or am 9 striving to ^fease men? Tor if 0 were stiff 

l^feasin^ men, 9 wouldn't he a servant of Christ " 

Qafatians1:10 


Those who have been with Christ are (thus, having a 
living relationship with Him) taught the principles of 
humility, as depicted in Christ's example to His 
disciples; 


",,, of 9 then, deJlordandthe Teacher, have washed 
^our feet, j/ow ahso oisjht to wash one another's feet 
Tor 9 have jiven^ouan e;^am^fe, that^ou also should 

do as 9 have done to^oa. "9ohn 
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Those who have been with Christ do not act as bosses 
or lords. They humble themselves to serve the saints of 
God with all sincerity and lowliness of mind. They are 
also aware, Christ indwells fellow believers and as such 
service to them is an act of grace and Mercy. Due to this 
knowledge, they lead the church of God by their 
exemplary life and never seek popularity. It is their gift 
and character among the brethren which stamps their 
authority as leaders of the Church. The Holy scriptures 
suggest even the leaders in the early Church were 
normally people who kept a low profile; 


"andwhen joerceivedde jrace datwasjiven to 

O^mes and Cepftas and Ooftn, de^ wfto were 
i^^utedto f)e fiiffars, jave to me and'Barnahas de 
ri^ftt hand of feffows hi jo, that we should^o to the 
(gentiles, andde^ to the circumcision." QafatiansZ:^ 


me, 


ret 


lahor 


"But we hej^ou, brothers, to hpow those who . 
amonj ^ou, and are over ^ou in the Lord, and 


71 



BKOKl^A^ QBBBBBB 

a/momsftyou, andto respect andhonor them in hove 
for their worh(ssah^. 'Re at peace amonyyoursefves." 
i dhessahoniansy:iZ~i^ 

Just as the Apostles walked with Christ physically 
before His ascension, He continued to work with them 
through His Spirit. It is unfortunate to observe these 
days how men only claim to have knowledge of 
Christ without a corresponding manifestation of the 
life of Christ. For the early believer who walked with 
Christ, knowledge of Him also meant a manifestation of 
His work and life in them; 


"HJorfmj tojetfer, we entreat afso tfatijou 
not receive tfie jrace of G[odin vain,... fat in 
everything commendiny oursefves, as servants of 
Cjod, inyreat endurance, in afffictions, in hardships, 


in distresses, in heatinys, in imprisonments, in riots, in 

fahors, in watchinys, in fastinys; in pureness, in 

hnowfedye, in patience, in kindness, in the T-tohy 
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^loirii in sincere fove, in the word of truth, in tfie 

power of Ciod; ^ t^e armor of rykeousness on tfie 
rijk handmdon the heft, h^ jfor^ anddishonor, h^ 
evif report and^oodreport; as deceivers, and^et true; 
as unknown, and^et wed hpown; as d^inj, and 
hehofd, we five; as punished, and not hided; as 
sorrowfuf, ^et always r^oicinj; as poor, ^et mahjnj 
man^ rich; as having nothing, and^etpossessing ad 
things." zCorinthians6:1,4-10 


The above scripture is summarized for all of us in "... if 
indeed we suffer with him, that we may also be glorified 
with him.” Romans 8:17. May we be truly identified with 
Christ's death and resurrection, and then we can be 
confident to say we have been with Him. 
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Chapter nine 


JOHN WEEP NOT 


"9 saw, in the ryhthandif him who sat on the throne, 
a hoof written inside and outside, seafed shut with 
seven seals. 9 saw a mijht^ an^efforochaiminj with a 
foudvoice, "'Who is worthy to open the hoof and to 
hreaf its seals? No one in heaven above, or on the 
earth, or under the earth, was able to open the hoof or 
to loof in it And9 wept much, because no one was 
foundworthy to open the hoof or to loo fin it One of 

the elders said to me, "19on t weep. 'Behold, the Lion 
who is of the tribe of9i^dah, the 'Rpot ofl9avid, has 
overcome; he who opens the hoof andits seven seals." 
'Rfivelations^.-'t-^ 
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Something great happened in heaven which John the 
beloved Apostle saw. A Book written within and 
without, sealed with seven seals .The sad thing was, 
nobody was worthy to open this kind of book and to 
loose the seven seals. This compelled John to weep, 
but good news came to him from one of the elders that, 
Jesus had qualified to open the Book and to loose the 
seven seals. Another man whom God qualified to open 
and handle a book or scroll was Ezekiel the prophet; 

"'Wften 0 (oohd, Mofd, a fiandwasfortfi to me; 
and, f)efiofd a scroffof a f)oofwas therein; 1de spread 
it before me: andit was written within and without; 
and there were written therein famentations, and 
mourning, andwoe. '"Ezehiefz^-iO 

"Tdesaidto me, Son of man, eat that which^oufnd; 
eat this scroff, andjo, sloeafto the house ofOsraef. So 9 
openedmouth, andhe causedme to eatthescrofh" 
tEzebief^.-f-Z 
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In Israel there came a time when people needed a 
message from God, and Ezekiel was qualified by God 
to be the carrier of the message. Even when Israel was 
in the wilderness, by the reason of their cry, God sent 
them a deliverer in the person of Moses. 


Now came the redemption of the whole of mankind and 
none was worthy, except Jesus; 


mnj a new svnj, "'tjou are worthy to 

take the f)ook. a ndto ojoen ibseafs: foryou were kjffe/, 
andkonykt ns for Qodwitkyour kfood, out of every 
trike, fanymye, peopfe, and nation, and made ns 
kjnys andpriests to onr Qod, and we wiff reiyn on 
eartk. "l^vefationyy-IO 


Just as John wept because no one was worthy to open 
the book and to loose the seven seals, so the souls of 
men are yearning for God to send deliverance. Will you 
be qualified to bring a message from God's throne 
which will save this decaying generation? The Apostle 


77 






BKOKl^A^ QBBBBDB 


Paul writes; 

"'T^or tfie creation waits with eajer expectation for tfie 

cfiifdren of Ciodto f)e reveafed. T^or tfie creation was 
siA^ectedto vanity, not of its own wiff, hut because of 
him whosuhjectedit, in hojoe" Romans S;-(^~ZO 

Paul had the understanding that, the whole of creation 
was waiting for us to manifest as sons of God for their 
liberation. The Son of God qualified to bring salvation, 
and now it is our turn to allow God to qualify us to carry 
the gospel to dying men. There is a lot of work to be 
done, and God is seeking the ones who will step out 
and be consecrated as instruments of revival in our 
age. The call is this; 

",., of anyone therefore purges himsefffrom these, he 

wiff he a vesselfor honor, sanctifed, andsuitable for 

the master's use, prepared for ever^ jood work," 

Z Timothy Z:Z0~Z1 


78 








JOHN WEEP NOT 


It does not matter your capacity, if only you will allow 
yourself to be emptied of 'self and be filled with the 
Spirit, you will be a carrier of God's glory wherever you 
find yourself. If we want to discover God's revival in this 
hour, observe His own prescription; 


",,, '^on shadme, andfindme, wftenshad 
search for me with ad^our fieari 0 widhe foundh^ 
^ou, sa^s yahweh, and 9 wid turn a^ain ^our 
cafitivit^, and9 widjather^ou from adthe nations, 
andfrom adthe p faces where 9 have drivenj^ou, sa^s 
'i^ahweh..," 9&y'&miahz^tii~ili. 


"And to hove him with adthe heart, and with ad the 
understanding, with ad the souf and with ad the 
strength, and to hove his neighbor as himself is more 
important than ad whole burnt offerings and 

sacrifices. " JdarfiZ^^ 


Let us heed the instructions in the above verse of 
scripture and set aside empty activities and programs. 
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Chapter ten 


THE FINAL CRY BEFORE 
JESUS COMES 


This message is set forth to lay bare, some cardinal 
truths which will help discerning believers identity the 
true prophetic voice which already exist and will arise in 
our generation before the glorious appearing of our 
Lord and savior Jesus Christ. Most of these men and 
women are still in the 'wilderness'. They are waiting on 
the Lord to receive strength that will help them carry out 
their purpose for existence to the end (For a detailed 
explanation of this subject matter, get a copy of our 
book titled: 'The Cry of Apostles and Prophets’). It is 
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against the background of moral decadence and sky 
rocketing idolatry that they are needed; 


^ivesljower to the weak increases the strength 
of him who has no mijht "Even the youths faint and 
jet wearj, andthejomj men utterhj faff; 'Bat those 
who wait for 'tjahweh wiffrenew their strength. Thej 
wiff momt ap with winjs f'he eajfes. Thej wiff ran, 
and not he wearj. Thej wiff waff and not faint" 
9saiah40;Z^~3f 


According to prophesy, Elijah was to come before the 
coming of the Lord. This was going to be in two folds. 
Thus, Elijah coming before the first coming of Jesus; 


"Behofd, 9 wiff sendjoa Efjah the jorojohet before the 
jreatandierrihfe daj of'tjahweh comes. 7-(e wifftarn 
the hearts of the fathers to the chifdren, andthe hearts 
of the chifdren to their fathers, fest 9 come andstrife 
the earth with a carse." Jdafachi 4-3~f^ 
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This was fulfilled in the life of John the Baptist as stated 
in Matthew 11:10.The conning of Elijah before Christ's 
ministry was very vital for the revelation of God's glory. 
This glory was only possible if the following work was 
done; 

• The way of the Lord was prepared. 

• A straight highway for God was made. 

• Every valley was exalted. 

• Every mountain made low. 

• The crooked path made straight. 

• And the rough places made plain. 

These presuppose there were things that were not 
going on right and as such needed to be rectified in 
order for the glory of God (Jesus Christ) to be revealed. 
In the same way if we also desire to see the glory of 
God revealed in our lives and our generation, we must 
also set some things right. For a clear understanding of 
Elijah's assignment, let us continue with Isaiah's 
prophesy; 
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'"Ever^ valley shaff he e^idted, andever^ mountain 
andhidshadhe made how. The uneven shadhe made 
level, and the roujh jolaces a jolain. The jlor^ of 
yahweh shad he revealed and ad flesh shad see it 

together; for the mouth oftfahweh has spoken it The 

voice of one sa^in^, "Cr^t" One said, "'What shad 9 

cr^?" "Allflesh is Ihe jmss, anddlits jlori^ is lihe the 

flower of the field Thejrass withers, the flower fades, 

because yahweh's hreath blows on it Surelj the 

people are like jrass. The ^rass withers, the flower 

fades; hut the word of our Ctod stands forever." 

9saiah40;4~^ 


You will realize the revelation of God's glory only comes 
after certain requirements are fulfilled. The cry of the 
Prophet was to remind God’s people that, all material 
things and the life of man are only temporal and are just 
like a drop of water in the ocean of eternity. In times 
where men have relegated the word of God to the 
background and have directed all their energies to the 
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pursuit of material gains and idolatry, such a cry needs 
to be resounded. Only that which we have done for the 
kingdom of God will stand the test of time. 

Every reason for which we do whatever we are 
engaged in will crumble very soon if it is not for the 
kingdom of God. If we work either in the private or 
public sector, let us do it for the sake of the kingdom or 
in furtherance of the gospel. God is never glorified if our 
motive for amassing wealth is just to prove that we are 
the children of God. This motive falls within the 
category of Jesus' temptation by the devil in the 
wilderness. It is simply the lust of the flesh, lust of the 
eyes and the pride of life. In these end-times, we can 
only survive if we put our trust in God who is able to 
provide our needs even as we work to His glory; 

"Uon ‘t fove tfie world, neitfier tfie tfiinjs tfiat are in tfie 

world, of anyone loves the world, tke talkers love 

isn't in lim ^or allthat is in tie world, tie lust of tie 


85 






BKOKl^B^ QBBBBDB 


ffesh, the fust of the e^es, andthe jsride of fife, isn 'tthe 
"Tathers, hut is the worfds The worfdis ^assinj awa^ 
with its fusts, hut he who does Ciods wiff remains 

forever. "lOohn 2;i^~i'J 

"Those who trust in 'tjahweh are as Jdount Zion, 
which can't he moved, hut remains forever." 
fsafmiZ^ti 

John the Baptist was to move the heart of God's people 
from the pursuit of vain things to the simplicity of faith in 
Christ and to trust in God's providence. In fulfilling His 
mandate, the gospel according to Luke has these 
things to say concerning John the Baptist and his 
message; 

",,, "'Ijou offsjsrinj ofvijoers, who warned^ou to ffee 
from the wrath to come? "Erinj forth therefore fruits 
worthy of repentance... Zven now the ap afso fies at 
the root of the trees. tEvery tree therefore that doesn’t 
hrinj forth^ood^ruitis cut down, andthrown into the 
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fire. ThemtAftitudesasfedfiim, "'What then must we 
do? T-(e answered them, "Ide who has two coats, fet 
him jive to him who has none. T-te who has food, fet 
him do fifewise. Tax coffectors afso came to he 
baptized, andthej said to him, "Teacher, what must 
we do? Tde said to them, "Coffectno more than that 
which is a^^ointedto jou. Sofders afso asfedhim, 
sajinj, "'What about us? 'What must we do?" 'He 
said to them, '"fytortfrom no one hj vio fence, neither 
accuse anjone wronjfuffj. 'Be content with jour 
wajes."Luf^y.'J-ili. 


The Holy scriptures again suggest that, Elijah will 
resurface before the second conning of the Lord. It is 
this return of the Elijah ministry Vr\a\. Bible scholars have 
something to debate on. As to whether the Spirit of 
Elijah will manifest in a single individual or a corporate 
body is not actually my concern now. My task is to help 
brethren identify the Spirit of Elijah as revealed in 
Malachi 3:1-4. 
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This kind of ministry is needed in a time when people 
are idolatrous, and covetous (one of the major sins of 
God's people), with false Prophets arising from within 
and without, when Jesus Christ is no longer sitting as 
Lord in His temple, but has been left outside knocking 
on the doors of the hearts of His children. The situation 
we have now is not different from that of Elijah's days; 

"’Efjah came mar to afftke joeojofe, andsaid, "Tdow 
fonj wdf^ou waver between the two sides'? Of'tjahweh 
is Cjod, foffow him; hutif'Eaah, then foffow him." The 
joeojofe answered^im not a word, "i %injs iS-.Zi 

Just like John the Baptist, Elijah had to set things right 
so that God's glory could be revealed; 

’"Efjahmidto affthepeopfe, Come near to me; 
and aff the peopfe came near to him. The 
repaired the aftar ofTjahweh that was thrown 

down." 1 'Kinjs lS;^0 
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In our generation, consecrated men are highly needed 
to teach God's people the difference between the clean 
and the unclean, the common and the uncommon. The 
voice(s) of God in our time must help God's people to 
set their priorities right and to enthrone Christ in the 
hearts of men to be their Lord and savior. They will exalt 
Christ and be humble vessels. It is only when 'Christ is 
lifted' that men shall be drawn to Him, just like the days 
of Elijah; 

"'When aff the peopfe saw it, the^ feffon their faces: 
and the^ said, 'tjahweh, he is Qod; 'tjahweh, he is 
Cjod. "f %in^s 

This means, "Afffhesh wiffsee Cjods salvation." 

^:6C'The jfor^ of yahweh shallhe revealed, andall 
flesh shall see it together; for the mouth of'tjahweh has 
s^ohpnit" Osaiah 40 :^] 

You will arise and shine to the glory of God. Amen. 
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VESSELS OF REVIVAL 


Right from the Old Testament, God has always made 
known unto us the importance of being vessels for Him. 
There were of course vessels which were dedicated for 
holy and noble purposes in the temple whiles others 
were not. When the children of Israel were led into 
captivity in Babylon together with some of the vessels 
of God, Belshazzar had to receive judgment from God 
for deciding to profane the vessels of God; 


"Tfien tfie^ hrou^httkegolden vessels flat were taken 
out of tie tem^fe of tie louse of Qodwlicl was at 
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Oemsafem; and the hjnj and his fords, his wives and 
his conctshines, dranffrom them. The^ dranhwine, 
and(sraisedthejods ofjofd, (^ndof silver, of brass, of 
iron, of wood, and of stone. On the same hour came 
forth the finders of a man's hand, and wrote over 
against the fam^ standon the jo faster of the waffof the 
hint's joaface: and the hinj saw the part of the hand 
that wrote." 10anief^:^-^ 


Belshazzar's profaning of the vessels of God with 
impunity incurred the wrath and judgment of God. The 
case is not different from our time as most men avail 
their bodies as instruments of profanity. It is the desire 
of God that men present their bodies as worthy vessels 
to carry His glory. Whether the vessel is made of gold or 
clay, it must be available for noble purposes. Paul said; 

"'But we have this treasure in cfaij vessels, that the 
e^ceedin^greatness of the power ma^ he ofQiod, and 
not from ourselves." Z Corinthians 4:0 
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Though our vessels may be frail, Jesus Christ by 
humility through the agency of the Holy Spirit chooses 
to dwell in sanctified vessels to display His power and 
show forth His glory. God calling Paul into the ministry, 
underscores the fact that human beings are equally 
vessels He uses for His own purpose; 

"'Buttke Hordsaidto km, "< 
cftosm vessel io kar mjj name kfore tk nations and 
knjs, andckfdren ofOsraef."Acts 

The above scripture is what God said to Ananias when 
he was trying to give reasons why Paul was not worthy 
to be a disciple in the face of all the havoc he had 
caused the Church. Nevertheless, Ananias obeyed 
God, went to Paul and prayed for him to receive his 
sight and to be filled with the Holy Spirit. 

A man can only be filled with the Holy Spirit if he 
forsakes all his ways and takes God's way. This was 
seen in the life of Paul right from the time Christ 


i^otAf wa^, fork is m^ 
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intercepted him on his way to Damascus until his 
passing on into glory. He forsook his Pharisaic heritage 
in order to gain Christ. There is no way we can manifest 
the fullness of God if we are not wholly emptied of 
ourselves, our concepts and our traditions. Christ in 
addressing the Pharisees in His days said; 

"No one put a piece of msftrmf cfoth on an ofd 
garment; for tfie patch would tear awa^ from the 
garment, and^ worse hole is made. Neither do people 
put new wine into oldwineshins, or else theshjns would 
hurst, and the wine he spilled, and the shins ruined 
No, the^ put new wine into fresh wineshins, andboth 
are preserved" Jdatthew g:l6~iy 

We can all attest to the fact that when we want to buy 
new cooking oil, we always try to either get it fresh in its 
container or wash the container so we can preserve the 
fresh oil in its fresh state. In the same way when God 
wants to bring about a revival, men must first put away 
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their old ways and traditions in order to embrace the 
fresh oil of the Spirit. It is therefore not a surprise that 
right from the Old Testament He wanted the people of 
Israel to gather manna for each day's need. In the New 
Testament Christ also taught His disciples to pray for 
fresh bread for each day (Luke 11:3). It is the will of God 
for us to continuously receive fresh revelation of Him. 
However, before this can become a reality, things we 
count as gain must give way so we can contain more of 
Him. Paul knew this principle and for that matter said; 


"T-(owever, what things were jain to me, these have 9 
comted foss for Christ 'tjes most certainhj, and 9 
count aff things to he foss for the e^iceffenc^ of the 
hyiowhed^e of Christ 9^ssus, m^ dord, for whom 9 
sufferedthe foss of affthings, and'count them nothing 

hut refuse, that 9 may yain Christ and he found in 


him, not k 


nm, not navmcj a riy^ 
'Phifi^piansj,;y~fO 


'iqhtet 


'ousness 


O' of my 


own. 
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There is no way we can experience the revival of God in 
our lives as well as become vessels of His revival if we 
are not emptied of our old and own way(s) of life, 
traditions and concepts of men. Today, it is unfortunate 
to observe men wanting to embrace both God and the 
world at the same time, as if they are oblivious of the 
truth that we cannot serve both God and mammon. It is 
either we love God and hate the systems of the world or 
vice versa. How can the same principles of the world 
employed in our meetings bring about revival in 
people's lives? Till we forsake our own ways and 
concepts of serving God and lay hold on what the early 
disciples had, there is no way we can experience the 
revival they had. In this day and age where the flesh is 
enthroned to the detriment of the Spirit, there is a 
pressing need for the children of God to set their 
priorities right. 

The early fathers of the faith never laid undue emphasis 
on physical structures as we do today. They rather paid 
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attention to the spiritual need of the members who were 
the true temples of God. If God blesses us and we have 
a nice place of worship, fine, but let us not boast in the 
fact that God is glorified and well pleased with our 
'flashy luxurious buildings and life style when major 
things are left undone. It is however clear, no man can 
build God a house since He does not dwell in temples 
made with human hands. It is therefore unfortunate in 
this New Testament era for a minister of the gospel to 
claim to be building a house for God. Rather it is the joy 
of God to see his children sanctified, so that he can 
comfortably dwell in them and work through them to 
bring about the redemption of many. Paul said; 

",,, of anyone tfierefore ^lArjes kmsefffrom these, he 
wiff he a vesselfor honor, samtifed, andsuitable for 
the master's use, prepared for ever^ jood worh," 
Timothy Z:ig~Zl 
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God is therefore committed to using men who have 
cleansed themselves (from falsehood) for His 
honorable purpose of revival. Paul, who wrote this 
epistle, knew the vital role sanctified vessels would play 
in the agenda of God. Only such vessels like Paul knew 
the weight of sin and the helpless state of men to carry 
the message of God. He did this with his heart full of 
God's compassion and tear filled eyes; 


"serving the Lordwith afffuAmifit^, with man^ tears, 

andwitfi trials wfiicfi fia^^enedto me tie plots of 

tie Oews;" Acts Z0;<^ 

"l-or oat ofmtAcl affliction andan^aisl of leart 9 

wrote to^oiA witl man^ tears, nottlat^ouslouldle 
made sorr^, lat tlatyou mijlt fnow tie love tlat 9 
lavesoalmdantl^ for^otA. "z CorintliansZ:4 


Certainly, he could not preach to men weeping if he did 
not have a genuine love and compassion for the lost to 
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be saved. How can we claim to love men with our inner 
being when we cannot even travail in prayer for them to 
change? And even when preaching to them our eyes 
are always dry. It is clear there is a fundamental 
problem with our heart. Men who have the potential of 
being vessels of God's revival in our time are those who 
are truthful in their hearts; 

who wafhj! hfamefessf^ does what is rijht, and 
sjoeah^ tristh in his heart;" IPsafm i^tZ 

There are men who will speak and act in a way which 
suggests they love souls, but when you look within their 
hearts, it is a different ball game altogether. They will be 
saying one thing when they mean another deep down 
their hearts. There are some who are highly hypocritical 
and full of self-righteousness. If we claim to be holy and 
pure, then why is it that our words cannot even hurt a 
fly, not to talk of bringing about a radical conversion of 
sinners? I believe when we operate with the right Spirit, 
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free and devoid of contamination by the flesh and sin, 
our words will become efficacious enough to engineer a 
change of life in people to live a life pleasing to God; 


"'Wasft me tfioroiAjfif^ from m^ Cfemse me 

from m^sin... 'Behold,^ou desire truth in the inward 
parts', you teach me wisdom in the inmost 
^face... Create in me a clean heart, 0 Cjod. 'Ri 
rijhtslsirit within me... 'Restore to me thejo^ ofy^ 
salvation. 'Upholdme with a willing spirit Then 9 
ill teach transgressors nour ways. Sinners shall he 


(£newa 


our 


convertedto^ou. "'Psalm^iiZ, b, iO, iZ~i3 


Clearly, men who are clean in the heart and full of the 
Spirit of God are those qualified to be vessels of revival 
in this generation. But how can a man be filled with the 
Spirit of God if he does not see his poverty of the Spirit; 


"Blessed are those who hunger and thirst after 
righteousness, for the^shall^oe filled." Jdatthew^d 
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VESSELS OF REVIVAL 


When we are filled with the Spirit of God and operate in 
His righteousness, there is no way men will not see the 
glory of God upon us and as such acknowledge that our 
God is the mighty one. 

In the days of Daniel, because he was fully devoted to 
his God and led a righteous life (due to the excellent 
Spirit which was in him), the king of Babylon had no 
option than to issue out a decree that all men within the 
province worship and make obeisance to the God of 
Daniel; 


"Then this Uanief was distinguished above the 
presidents and the satraps, because an e^ceffent spirit 
was in him; and the hjnj thought to set him over the 
whofe reafm..,0 mahfi a decree, that in aff the 
dominion of m^ hin^dom men tremhfe and fear 
before the GjodofUanieh, for he is the hiving Qod, and 
steadfast forever, Tdis hin^dom that which shadnot he 
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destroyed; andhis dominionshaffhe even to the end" 
€anief6;3>, 23 , Z^~z6 

Another man God used as an instrument of revival was 
Jonah. In his days God sent him to Nineveh to preach 
repentance but he had other plans and tried fleeing to 
Tarshish. We only become vessels of revival when we 
remain obedient to God's call to a particular 
geographical location or else we will become vessels of 
'confusion' in other men's 'territories'; 


"l^ow the wordof'tjahweh came to Jonah the son of 
Amittai, sa^inj, Arise,jo to Nineveh, thatjreatcit^, 
and(sreach against it, for their wicfedness has come 
i4p before me. '&ut Jonah rose uj] to ffee to Tarshish 
from the presence of tjahweh. Ide went down to 
Jo^^a, andhmd 3 shi^ Tarshish; so he paid 

its fare, and went down into it, to jfo with them to 
Tarshish from the presence of^ahweh. '&ut yahweh 
sent oat a jreat wind on the sea, and there was a 
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storm on the sea, so that the shif] was fihpf^ to 
hreahiAf). "0onahl:1~4 

But praise the Lord, after his afflictions he repented and 
went into the city of Nineveh and preached the simple 
message of repentance to them. Now as he located 
himself in God's ordained purpose for his life, a mighty 
revival broke forth in that land; 


"So Jonah arose, andwent to ISineveh, according to 
the word of tjahweb. Now Nineveh was an 
e^iceedin^h^ jreat city, three days'Journey across. 
Jonah hey an to enter into the city a day 'Journey, and 
he criedout, andmd, "tjet forty days, and Nineveh 
shafthe overthrown! The joeojofe of Nineveh hefieved 
Cjod; and they jsrocfaimed a fast, and jout on 
sacfcfoth, from theyreatestofthem even to the feast of 
them... Qodsaw their worhs, that they turnedfrom 
their evif way. (^od refented of the disaster which he 
said he woufd do to them, and he didn't do it" 
Jonah^:^~10 
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How God would use so many to bring about revival in 
certain places, if they would heed the call of God to go 
to those places. I know most of our fathers have prayed 
for revival for a longtime and I know God honors such 
prayer. If we pray with faith, ask, seek and search for 
revival, then we will have revival. Jesus said; 


"Ask, andftwiff ke jivenjois. Seek, rndyois wikf ^nd 
%nock, anditwiff ke openedfor^ om. ,, Of^on tken, 
keinj evd, kyiow kow to jive joodjifts to jour 
ckifdren, kow muck more wiffjour "T-atker wko is in 
keaven jive jood tkinjs to tkose wko ask kim!" 
JdattkewJ;J~H 


God is ever ready to send revival, but He is waiting till 
we avail ourselves to become consecrated vessels, 
worthy to be instruments of revival. I believe in our time 
God will revive those who truly ask for revival, knock on 
the doors of revival and search diligently for revival with 
faith. When the broken altars of purity, faith and love 
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are rebuilt, then revival is inevitable. God will surely 
revive us so we can rejoice in Him. Amen. 
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ARE YOU PREPARED FOR 


CHRIST'S SECOND COMING? 


Please note that... 

The first Adam disobeyed God and because of his 
disobedience sin entered the human race, resulting in 
the spiritual death and separation of man from God; 
“Therefore, as sin entered into the world through one 
man, and death through sin; and so death passed to all 
men, because all sinned...So then as through one 
trespass, all men were condemned; even so through 
one act of righteousness, all men were justified to life.” 
Romans 5:12-13,18. 

The last Adam (Jesus Christ) obeyed God in order to 
take away sin from the human race; “But God 
commends his own love toward us, in that while we 
were yet sinners, Christ died for us.” Romans 5:8. 

Your part in the arrangement is to receive the grace or 
free gift of God's salvation by faith (Romans 4:16-17). 
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You must understand that faith without works is dead, 
so God expects you to obey and receive this free (but 
costly) gift of salvation with your free will; 

"'But as man^ as received ftim, to tfiem fie jave tfe 
rijftto fecome Qod f cfifdren, to tfose wfo fefieve in 
fis name; wfo were forn notofffood, noroftfe willif 
tfe ffesf, nor of tfe wiff of man, fut of Qod" 
9ofnf;fZ~f3. 

The most important decision you have to make now is 
to be born again (John3:1-8). Being born again is to 
repent of your sins and to submit yourself to be 
baptized by immersion as well as receive the Holy 
Spirit; “Peter said to them, Repent, and be baptized, 
every one of you, in the name of Jesus Christ for the 
forgiveness of sins, and you will receive the gift of the 
Holy Spirit.” Acts 2:38. 
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ARE YOU PREPARED FOR CHRIST'S SECOND COMING? 


The grace of God is not a license for you to live in sin, 
but rather to receive strength to live in obedience to 
God's word (Titus 2:11-14). 

You therefore have to (as a matter of necessity), live a 
holy life and walk as Christ did, and not to live in 
hypocrisy; “However God's firm foundation stands, 
having this seal. The Lord knows those who are his, 
and. Let everyone who names the name of the Lord 

depart from unrighteousness. ” 2 Timothy 2:19. 
“Everyone who has this hope set on him purifies 
himself, even as he is pure.” 1 John 3:3. 

If you walk in the light of the above scriptures and make 
2 Peter 1:2-10 your guiding principle, you will never live 
a defeated Christian life, thereby ensuring that you be 
found in Christ even at His glorious appearing. 

I caution that you beware of people who preach 
Another Gospel, Another Jesus and Another Spirit as in 
line with 2 Corinthians 11:1-4. 
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For more information, please contact us via the 
following address: 


Revealed Oracles of God 
P. O. Box WY 423, Kwabenya 
Accra, Ghana-West Africa. 

+233 242 118 395 /+233 233 118 400 / 
+233 233 118 401 
revealedoracles@vahoo.com 
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